Issue 6, June 2019

Congratulations Class of 2019 and Welcome to the Prem Alumni Community!

The AY2019 Graduation photograph will, I am quite sure, stir many memories
of your special day. As indeed it was a special day for the most recent
graduates who left our school to enter our alumni network. I think that they all
left the Auditorium with that quixotic blend of joy, fear, elation and trepidation
that marks these multi-emotional ceremonies. We wish the Class of 2019 great
success and exhort them to remain in contact with us as they journey into their
respective futures.
I would also like to mention that I too will be leaving Prem this year. My journey
is not defined as yet, but I do now know that retirement is not for me! Well not
yet anyway.
I would like to thank the many alumni that I have had the pleasure of meeting,
worked with and with whom I have shared experiences with over the time that I
have been in this amazing school. I wish each and every one of you happiness
and merely seek to be reassured that “good thinking” continues to be a major
factor in your lives.
Whatever you do, I am sure that it will be to help tomorrow to be a better day for our global community and our
fragile planet.
Suerte,
Alun Cooper
Head of School
Dear Alumni,
As we come to the end of academic year 2018-2019, we look back on another
successful year here at Prem. We have had the pleasure of meeting up with many
Alumni this year, and are always extremely pleased to listen to their stories of
where their life has taken them.
During the next academic year, we will be spending more time growing and
improving our communication with our Alumni members. I do hope that some of
you will feel that you would like to take on an ambassadorial role, or perhaps be
our representative to organise Alumni reunions in your area.
I look forward to discussing this possibility with some of you. Please keep your
emails coming, and if you are ever in Chiang Mai, there will always be a warm welcome for you here at Prem.

Kind regards,
Linda Buck
Alumni Co-ordinator / Director of External Relations
We were delighted to hear from one of our Alumni from the Class of 2006
recently. Anita saw her graduation photo in our previous Alumni Newsletter and
decided to stay in touch and share her story with us:
"Hi Linda,
I'm in the picture! Great to read up now and again on where Prem is headed
and what other Alumni are doing.
Here's where life has taken me after graduating: I did a B.A. in political science
in Bonn (Germany) and then a M.Sc. in public policy in Maastricht
(Netherlands). I've spent the last 7 years working for the German government's
international development agency - first from headquarters, and then in Jordan
(related to the refugee situation there). I returned to Germany end of last year
to take leave for my 2nd child! Not sure yet what my next steps will be after my
maternity leave, but am excited about whatever comes along!
Best wishes
Anita (Class of 2006)"
On 15 May 2019, Ahm Poolwaddi, Prem alumni and co-founder of
The Dawn (a mental health centre in Hang Dong), along with his
psychologist Jonathan Smy, came to share experiences and give
advice to our Grade 9s and 10s about Mental Health. They effectively
talked about the Avenger characters and how they appear on the
screen, and discussed the real-life mental health challenges that the
actors themselves contend with, managing very well to show how
appearances are not always accurate reflections of who a person is
and what they are experiencing.
Thank you Ahm for remaining in touch with the Prem community and
contributing your knowledge to our students. We are so proud of you.
We also wish you a great success in your business.
Bastian Geiger from the Class of 2015 visited Prem last week and was
warmly greeted by our Head of School.
“I am glad that I had the chance to visit Prem during my graduation trip to
Thailand. I had a wonderful time and it was great to see the school continue
to develop while not losing any of its beauty and charm. The campus is
looking as beautiful as I remember it from my time there and I was pleased
to meet some of my old teachers and boarding parents to have a little
catch-up on life. I just graduated from the University of St. Andrews,
completing my BSc in Economics and Geography. I am now hoping to start
a job in Berlin to finally move back to Germany after many years and gain
some valuable work experience before starting a Masters degree.
Kind regards,
Bastian Geiger (Class of 2015)"

Last month, we also had a great opportunity to welcome back Mr David Baird, Prem former Head of
School and President from 2005 to 2011; and Levi Thorup, alumni from the Class of 2018, who came
back for a three-week internship at the Traidhos Camp.
It has been eight
years since David
Baird left Prem.
He had lots of

Levi Thorup shared
with us his good
memories of Prem
and kept us updated

fond memories
and was very
excited to have his
picture taken with
his wife in front of
his nameplate at
the Administration
Building. Please
click HERE to
watch his video
interview.

on his further
education.
We wish Levi
continued success
with his education.
Please
click HEREto watch
his video interview.

Where are you now?
If you are in this picture,
please get in touch and let
us know where your life
has taken you.
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